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A Commentary on the Introduction to
Shuo Wen Chieh Tsu

Chiang, Chu-chien

Shuo Wen Chieh Tsu, by Hsu Shen, (#18) is one of the books that should be read by
all those who want to know something about the Chinese written language.

In the fifteenth chapter of this book, the writer speaks about the corigins of the
.Chinese written language, the six metheds for the creation of Chinese ideographs, and
the history of their changes. He also tells about the motives and the style of his book.
The fifteenth chapter is actually an introduction to the book as a whole. :

This article tries to point out and give the derivation of the main ideas of the
fifteenth chapter, and also provide some relevant explanations in an attempt to disting-
uish correct concepts from the incorrect ones. This article also tries to give some gen-
eral principles of the Chinese written language, and tries to point out the correct way
o do research on this subject.



